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'f^is action !S FINAL. 


Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is closed 

fn accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qua^935 C D 11 : 453 0 G 21 3 


three month(s), or thirty days, whichever is 


A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 

longer from the mailing date of this communication Failure to respond within the period for response wilt cause the 
app! cat!cn tc become abandoned -,,35 U S C § 1 33j Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1 136(a -^ 


Disposition of Claim 

X Claimfs) 1-10 


is/are pending in the applicat 


jf the above, claimis) 


X Claimfs) ^-10 
Claimfs) 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Specijlcation 

1 . The following guidelines illustrate the preferred knout and content for patent 
applications. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Arrangement of the Npecitieation 

fhe following order or arrangement is preferred in framing the specification and. except 
for the reference to "Microfiche Appendix" and the draw ings, each of the lettered items should 
appear in upper case, w ithout underlining or bold t\ pe- as section headings. If no text follows the 
section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) Title of the hn ention. 

(b) Cross-References to Related Applications. 

(c) Statement Regarding federall) Sponsored Research or De\elopment. 

(d) Reterence to a "Microfiche Appendix" (see 37 Cf R 1.96), 

(e) Background of the hn ention. 

1 . f ield of the hn ention. 

2. Description of the Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

( 0 Brief Summary of the hn ention. 

fg^ I^rief He^cription of the Se\cral \Mews of the l)rawing(>). 

(h) Detailed Description of the hn ention. 

(i) Cdaim or CMaims (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(j ) .Abstract of the Disclosure (commencing on a separate sheet), 
(k) Draw ings. 

(1) Sequence kistmg (see 37 CIT^ 1.821-1.825). 


Claim Rejections - 35 I SC§ 112 

I he follow ing is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 l '.S.C\ 1 12: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims panicularl\ pointing out and 
distinctl) claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. C laims 1-10 are rejected under 35 I '.S.C'. 1 12. second paragraph, as beiiig indefniite tor 
tailing to partieularU point out and distinct!) claim the subject matter which appHcant regards as 
the in\ ention. 

The claims do not set forth clear, distinct and positix e steps in the claimed chemical 
reaction. The reaction is unclear since the ^Yeaction mixture" reads on the beginning reaction, not 
necessarih' the end reaction. It is not clear what the concentrations of 6-APA and ampicillin are 
in the "reaction mixture"'. I low can the 6-APA b> itself be a greater amount than the 6-APA and 
the ampicillin. Is this the end or beginning of the reaction ? 

A period is needed at the end of claim 1. 

Claims 4-10 are improper multipb dependent claims. It is not clear which claim these 
claims ultimateK depend from. 

In claims 0 and 10. it is not clear what is meant b\ the phrase, "is lowered as soon as near 
to maximum conversion is achiexed". What does this mean '.' What is "maximum con\ ersion" 
fhis is a relatix e term. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 L SC § 103 

4. [he tbllowiiig is a quotatic^n ot'the appropriate paragraphs of" 35 r.S.C\ 102 that form the 
basis for the rejeetions under this seetion made in this Offiee aetion: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) the invention \^as patented or deseribed in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on ^ale in this conntrv, more than cMie >ear prior to the date of application for patent in tlie l.'nited States. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 l'.S.C\ 103(a) whieh forms the basis for all 
ob\ iousness rejeetions set forth in this Offiee aetion: 

(a) A patent nia\ not be obtained though the iinention is not identical!) disclosed or described as set fortli in 
section 102 of this title, it'the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such tliat the subiect matter as a whole would ha\e been ob\iou> at the time the iinention \sas made to a person 
luuing ordinarx skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentabilit> shall not be negati\ed b> the 
manner in which the iiuention was made. 

6. Claims 1-10 are rejeeted under 35 U.S.C\ 102(b) as antieipated b\ or, in the alternati\e. 
under 35 T.S.C. 103(a) as ob\ ious over \\X) 92 01061 (see elaims 16 and 21), WO 95^03420 
(see page 3. Imes 6-7 and ekum 4) or W'O 06 0266^ (see Table 2). 

The referenees eaeh leaeh a proeess for the preparation of ampieillin in whieh 6-AP.\ is 
subjeeted to an en/\ iiiatie ae\ lation with the aid of\i phen\ IgKeine deri\ati\e. 

The elaims are antieipated b\ the referenees or if needed, in the alternatix e. obx iinis o\ er 
the eited referenees. l-.aeh of the referenees teaehes the elaimed process and claimed ranges 
and or speeillealU claimed amounts of reactants to use in the proeess. \n the e\ ent that the 
speciflealh elaimed amount is either in the range, near or not mentioned in the reference it is 
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deeenieil lo he well w ithin the piir\ ie\\ of the skilled artisan through routine optimization to use 
amounts ol reaclants whieh would \ ield the best results. 

An\- inquiries eoneerninu this eommunication should be direeted to [examiner Mike 
Meller at telephone number (703) 308-4230. If attempts to reaeh the examiner b\' telephone are 
unsueeessfuL the l:\aminers super\ isor. Miehael Wityshyn, ean he reaehed at (703) 308-4743. 
The Fax phone number for the art unit is (703) 308- 0294. An\ inquiries of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this applieation or proeeeding should he direeted to the (iroup 
reeeptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 



